CONDFW VII PROGRAMMING

(Moderator is the first guest listed in each panel)

Friday

Panel Room 1 (Sunflower – Main Programming)

3 pm
All About Critique!

Hosted by Linda Donahue and Thomas M. Wagner.

If a manuscript is critiqued before it is published, why is there so much criticism afterwards?  Find out the differences in review and critique styles for before and after publishing.  What will get you published and what will make your final product successful?

4 pm 
Your Very First Sale

Hosted by Beverly Hale, J.M. McDermott, Glenn R. Sixbury and Martha Wells

Nobody knows your name.   And you don’t know anyone of consequence.   But you’ve written something that you think is saleable.   What now?   Published authors give their advice and admonitions and take your questions.      

5 pm
The mARTian Collaboration

Hosted by Teddy Harvia, Cat, Brad Foster, and Donato Giancola

They say if you ask a committee to design a horse, you’ll get a camel.  Come see what two teams of artists come up with when they are asked to design a Martian.

6 pm
 What Does It Take to Be a Writer?

Hosted by Aaron Allston, Peter Beagle, Paul Black, Rachel Caine and Tom Monteleone, 

So you want to be a writer?  That’s easy!  Oh, you want to be a SUCCESSFUL writer.  That’s a different story.  Industry pros try to define what they think makes a writer more likely to thrive.  Who knows, they might even be right.

8 pm
Opening Ceremonies!

Stop by as we introduce our Guests and welcome everyone to ConDFW 7!

9 pm
Talking During the Movies

Hosted by Thomas M. Wagner, K. Hutson Price, Chris Donahue, Connor Cochran, Peter Beagle, and Teddy Harvia

In what is sure to become a ConDFW tradition, we screen a double feature of utter drek that makes “Plan 9 from Outer Space” look like “Citizen Kane”.  In the grand tradition of MST3K, join our celebrity guests in giving these turkeys the roasting they so dearly deserve.    Tonight’s program includes “Hercules in New York”, Arnold Schwarzenegger’s very first movie now with his original barely intelligible quasi-English dialogue restored, and “Planet of the Vampires”, a 60s Italian sci-fi muddle complete with vinyl clad spacemen, disco cannons and the most brain dead galactic explorers ever to be attacked by the undead.

Panel Room 2 (Rose/Magnolia)

5 pm
The History of Imaginary Places:  The Origins of Science Fiction and Fantasy

Hosted by Scott Cupp, Chris Donahue, Thomas W. Knowles, Francis May and Thomas M. Wagner.

So who really was the first modern science fiction author and who was the most influential?   How did we arrive at what people think of as sci-fi today?    Take a fascinating journey back to those thrilling days of yesteryear with our noted panel of experts.    Could it be that this generation didn’t quite invent everything?

6 pm
What Does It Take to Be an Artist?

Hosted by David Lee Anderson, David Cherry, R. Cat Conrad, and Brad Foster.

So you want to be an artist?  That’s easy!   Oh, you want to make money with your art.   That’s an entirely different matter.   Industry pros discuss what it takes to make it and what it takes to thrive. 

9 pm
The Yard Dog Press Road Show

Hosted by the entire Yard Dog crew.  (All Yard Dog Press authors and artists welcome.)

Come join the crew from Yard Dog Press and see what they’re up to!  This panel is always great fun, though it is a little dangerous to put all of them together in one room.

Panel Room 3 (Mesquite)

5 pm
  I Want to Make a Movie!   The Ins and Outs of Independent Film

Hosted by Aaron Allston, John Davis, Kevin Hopkins and Chris Roberson

Industry pros discuss what it really takes these days to make your own movie.   The good news – it’s easier than ever before.   The bad news – you are not the first person to realize this.

6 pm
Comedy in Space!   Humor in Science Fiction

Hosted by Linda Donahue, Teddy Harvia, Julia S. Mandala, Melanie Fletcher, and Rie Sheridan

Death, doom, despair – that’s easy!   Writing consistently good comedy though is a rare gift.  Industry pros discuss the funniest science fiction they’ve ever encountered.   What makes for great comedic sci-fi anyways?  Are there any worth heirs to Douglas and Pratchett writing today?

Saturday

Panel Room 1 (Sunflower – Main Programming)

10 am
Spaceflight in 2008: The Stars Still Our Destination?  


Hosted by Paul Abell, David L. Gray, Bill Ledbetter and Scott Padget  

What is happening with space exploration these days?   Are we ever going back to the moon?   When will we see flags on Mars?   Will there be an Apollo for the 21st century?    Our esteemed panel will try to answer at least some of these questions in what is sure to a fascinating one hour of hard science and high hopes. 

11 am
The Business of Dreams:  Selling Fantasy and Sci-Fi Art

Hosted by David Lee Anderson, David Cherry, Brad Foster, and Kevin Hopkins.  

You’ve created what you are sure is a marketable piece of art.   What now?   How do you convince publishers to use your art?    Industry pros give advice, tell their war stories and answer your questions.   This is a one hour crash course in the part of the job that even the best and brightest artists and illustrators often dread.

12 pm
The Geography of the Mind:  The World Building Panel

Hosted by Paul Black, Linda Donahue, Lee Killough, Katherine Eliska Kimbriel, and Martha Wells

Industry pros discuss the task of building your own world.  How do you start?  How much is too much?  What makes a new world exciting anyway?      

1 pm
You Never Forget Your First:  Finishing, Polishing and Selling Your First Novel

Hosted by Aaron Allston, Peter Beagle, J. M. McDermott and Martha Wells

Industry pros discuss their experiences with getting their first novel into print.  How did they do it, how would they do it today, and just how close to clinical depression did they come while accomplishing this feat.

2 pm
Peter Beagle Presents The Last Unicorn: Movie and Commentary (2 Hours)

Hosted by Peter Beagle

Come see the Last Unicorn as presented by the author himself.  See what he has to say about the animated film and what he thinks about it!

4 pm 
Portraiture: A Live Painting Demo by Donato Giancola (2 hours)

Ever want to get inside the mind of an artist?  Aside from a brain transplant, this might be the closest thing...witness the rare event of live painting in oils as the artist Donato Giancola shares his technique, palette, and craft while creating a portrait.   From sketch to finish, the aesthetic and technical decisions the artist makes will be laid open for observation and comments.

6 pm
Guest of Honor Presentation: Peter Beagle

Hosted by Peter Beagle

Join Mr. Beagle as he discusses his works, both past and present.  Who knows what he may cover… a reading? Q&A? and he might just pick up a guitar and share some folk melodies with us.

9 pm
Classical Painting Techniques (Digital Slide Lecture)

Join Donato Giancola, one of the most talented and respected artists working in the illustration field today, for a comprehensive and entertaining slide lecture on his classical painting techniques. From abstract sketch to final drawing to finish in oil paint, this is a presentation which bares the working secrets of a modern master.  Donato's works have garnered numerous awards and graced hundreds of products from book covers like The Hobbit to illustrations for Dungeons & Dragons, Magic: The Gathering and the stamps for United Nations.

Panel Room 2 (Rose/Magnolia)

10 am 
   Does Fantasy Mean Paranormal?

Hosted by Jerry J. Davis, Lillian Stewart Carl, Lee Killough and Nina Romberg.

Industry Pros discuss the difference between the genres of fantasy and paranormal fiction.  Are these just synonyms or are there real differences?    How does understanding the difference help you to get published?   

11 am
The Art of Shock:  Writing Short Science Fiction

Hosted by Bill Ledbetter, Scott Cupp, Chris Donahue, Beverly A. Hale and Selina Rosen

It has been remarked that the difference between traditional short stories and sci-fi short stories is the ‘shock’ – aliens are real, humans are extinct, we can erase memories – whatever.   Mastering the shock is sometimes considered the trick to writing great short sci-fi.    Is this true?  What makes a great short story anyways?   Industry pros debate the ins and outs of that venerable and lauded art form – the sci-fi short story.      
         

12 pm
Facts in Your Fiction:   Research for Writers

Hosted by Thomas Knowles, Frances May, Amy Sisson and Thomas M. Wagner

It’s a cliché that good writing requires good research.  Industry pros discuss what exactly good research means, what sources writers too often ignore, and how an aspiring writer can hone their skill at researching their chosen genre.

1 pm
The Haunted City:  Urban Fantasy Today

Hosted by Rachel Caine, Jerry Davis, Carole Nelson Douglas, Brad Sinor, and Lee Killough

Industry pros discuss the urban fantasy genre.   What makes this style essential, vital, beautiful and what needs to be paved over?    And is there any room left in this haunted city?

2 pm
A New Kind of Nightmare:  Writing in the Horror Genre

Hosted by Carole Nelson Douglas, Tom Monteleone, K. Hutson Price, Nina Romberg and Richard Weber

Industry pros discuss the modern horror genre.    How can you break in and what is selling?   What’s cutting edge these days?   And what does it take for your writing to be really scary? 

3 pm 
Third Annual ConDFW Sci-Fi Spelling Bee (2 hours)

Hosted by ConDFW Programming

Mxyzptlk.   Yggdrasil.    These words have won the spelling bee in years past.   I know … a total give away.   Don’t worry.   This year will be MUCH harder.   Of course you don’t have to compete in Texas’ premier sci-fi spelling bee.   No.  You could run and hide.   I know you can’t spell so there is no shame in running WHILE YOU STILL CAN!  But if still think you have what it takes then you can face the firing line and compete for honor, bragging rights and quasi-fabulous prizes.  You know you want to.   
5 pm
Show Don’t Tell: Screenplay Writing 101

Hosted by John Davis, Kevin Hopkins, Tom Monteleone and Thomas M. Wagner

Industry pros deliver a one hour crash course on screenplay writing delivered with the sci-fi/fantasy writer in mind.   What resources should every screenwriter know about?   What are the most common pitfalls?   How is screenwriting similar and yet frustratingly different from writing prose?

6 pm
Set up for Art Auction

8 pm
Art Auction

Hosted by CAT

Panel Room 3 (Mesquite)

10 am
 Little Readers, Huge Imaginations: Writing for Young Adults  


Hosted by Rachel Caine, Melanie Fletcher, Gloria Oliver, K. Hutson Price and Rie Sheridan.  

The young adult market is a powerful, vibrant part of fantasy publishing that all too often receives little attention.    Industry pros tell you the ins and outs of the youth market.    What is different about writing for children?   And perhaps most importantly, what is exactly the same?

11 am
 Books into Movies

Hosted by Peter Beagle, John Davis, Tom Monteleone, Thomas M. Wagner, and Chris Roberson.

Books and movies are very different media with their own separate language and translating one to the other successfully is no mean feat.   Industry pros discuss what works and what doesn’t.   Are there any movies that are shining examples of good translation?   What can writers do to see their work turned into film?   Hang on for a one hour crash course on what it takes to turn books into movies. 

12 pm 
Small and Indie Press: Mastering the Minors

Hosted by Julia S. Mandala, Brad Foster, Selina Rosen, Bradley H. Sinor and Sue Sinor  

Industry pros discuss, pontificate and perhaps even yell about the state of the small press in America today.   What are the best three lines of fantasy/sci-fi books you’ve never heard of?  Who is doing well and what really sells?  What do aspiring writers need to know about the indies?

1 pm
Remaking the Myths: Ancient Tales in Modern Works

Hosted by Lillian Stewart Carl, Katherine Eliska Kimbriel, Thomas W. Knowles, Nina Romberg and Mel White.

Ancient mythology has served as the inspiration for countless works of fiction.   How do writers still use that material?   How can this venerable tradition be kept current and fresh?  What has been done to death and what would you love to see attempted at last?

2 pm
Escape from the Slush Pile

Hosted by Rhonda Eudaly, Gloria Oliver, Teresa Patterson, and Amy Sisson.

You know it.  You fear it.   You dread it – the slush pile.    How do you escape its icy grasp?   The editors and authors who managed to escape tell you the terrible truth.  What is the industry looking for and what is yesterday’s news?  What are the common mistakes seen again and again?   What makes editors toss aside a manuscript and what makes them throw it with great force?

3 pm  
Playing in Someone Else’s Sandbox: Franchise Fiction

Hosted by Aaron Allston, Teresa Patterson, Selina Rosen, Beverly A. Hale, and Glenn R. Sixbury 

Industry pros discuss writing in someone else’s world.   How do you get this sort of work?   Is it easier than writing original material or more challenging?   And really can it ever be as rewarding as your own creation?

4 pm
   Lucifer’s Hammer:  Near Earth Objects and Planetary Collision

Hosted by Paul Abell, Bill Ledbetter and Scott Padget

We discover that a near earth object of tremendous size and velocity is headed for a collision with Earth.   What can we realistically do?  Are we destined to go the way of the dinosaur?   Or could it be that we just might be the generation that gets to save the world?    Industry pros filter out the pop culture nonsense and discuss the science of planetary collision.   

5 pm
Pop Culture Explosion

Hosted by Glenn Yeffeth and Chris Roberson

Join these two as they discuss pop culture in modern society.  What has been considered pop culture, what is it now, and what direction is it taking into the future?

6 pm
Open Rehearsal/Audition For the Buzz Blaster Radio Play

We are having open auditions for the Buzz Blaster Radio Play and we welcome anyone who is interested in doing sound effects or assisting with recording the production.

8 pm 
Buzz Blaster Radio Play (2 hour)

Hosted by The Luna City Players.  A 1950’s radio show with a twist.  Audience participation is solicited.  No prior acting experience is necessary to have a great time!

Panel Room 4 (Pecan)

10 am
Art for Fans: What They Want

Hosted R. Cat Conrad and Teddy Harvia.

Sci-fi and fantasy fans are far from your typical art buyers.   What do they want?   What’s hot in the fan market these days?  Industry pros give their considered opinion (or failing that … just make something up) and answer your questions.   Whether you are aspiring artist or merely an art fan, this panel is for you!       

11 am
Starting Your Own Publishing Company

Hosted by Jerry Davis, Glenn Yeffeth, and Thomas W. Knowles.

Sure … sure … everybody wants to be the writer.   But writers never get anything in print without the unsung hero of the industry – the publisher.    Industry pros discuss the career of publishing, what it takes to enter this field and what it takes to succeed.

12 pm    The Perils of Getting Published


Hosted by Teresa Patterson, Glenn R. Sixbury, and Richard Weber.

There are certainly risks to getting starting in the writing business.   How do you get an agent, do you really need one and how do tell that one is reputable?   What separates a real publisher from a writing scam?   What are the most common perils of writing contracts?  Industry pros take a hard look at the dark side of the writing biz. 

1 pm
Understanding Today Through Tomorrow: Science Fiction as Literature

Hosted by Scott Cupp, Frances May, Chris Roberson and T.M. Wagner

Academia, by and large, doesn’t think much of science fiction.   Mostly regarded as disposable populist trash, is it possible that science fiction could be more?   Of course it is.   And this panel will try to prove that very proposition.     
      

2 pm
History of Literature of the Imagination

Hosted by Frances May and Scott Cupp

Ever wonder how science fiction and fantasy got to be where it is today?  This panel will enlighten you as to the origins and background of some of your favorite literature today.

3 pm
Filk 101

Ever wonder what filk is?  How it got started?  How you can join in?  Stop by this always informative panel to find out!

4 pm
What Could Have Been but Never Was: Writing Alternate History

Hosted by Chris Donahue, Lillian Stewart Carl, Katherine Eliska Kimbriel, Carole Nelson Douglas, and Thomas W. Knowles.

Industry pros discuss the genre of alternate history fiction.   How wild can you get and still keep the readers interest?   What are the most common mistakes often seen in this genre?   And could Elvis and a time machine really have affected the outcome of the Civil War?   These are only some of the questions that could have been asked at this panel.

10 pm
Making Better Dirty Books: Pornography vs. Erotica 

Hosted by Melanie Fletcher, Linda Donahue, Katherine Eliska Kimbriel, Julia S. Mandala, and whoever else cares to show up.

Six years.   Six panels.   Six chances to answer the burning question of our age: what is the difference between the elevated literary form of erotica and the base, vile, exploitative trash that is porn?  Six failures.   This year is year number seven.   This year will be different.   This year the discussion will be calm, sublime, rational and well-behaved.   Yeah, right.   Adults only.

Sunday

Panel Room 1 (Sunflower – Main Programming)

10 am
 Cats, Dragons and Fair Maidens: Fantasy Clichés that Sell

Hosted by Dusty Rainbolt, Rie Sheridan, Bradley H. Sinor, Amy Sisson and Mel White

Let’s face it – there are certain things that fantasy fans are looking for in their fantasy fiction.   How can you cater to their wants without endless repeating the same old clichés?   Or, is this one of the places you should put your pride aside and put a dragon on the cover even if it only appears briefly on page 357? 


11 am
Characters You Don’t Forget

Hosted by Peter Beagle, Paul Black, Linda Donahue, Chris Roberson and Glenn R. Sixbury

Industry pros discuss the subtle art of building memorable characters.    How do you coax readers to care about your characters?   What sabotages that interest?   And in the end, are there any rules to building great characters?

12 pm 
  Buy My Book Darnit!: The Gentle Art of Self-Promotion

Hosted by Paul Black, Beverly A. Hale, Gloria Oliver, Nina Romberg and Selina Rosen.

What can you do to sell your own writing not just to publishers but to the public?   Internet, cons, book signings, flyers – there are a bewildering array of choices.   Industry pros relate their own war stories and tell you what really works and what is a waste of time.

1 pm
The Next Hundred Years: The Futurists Panel

Hosted by Paul Abell, Chris Donahue, David L. Gray, and Bill Ledbetter.

Noted experts and industry pros break out there crystal balls and time machines and make their best guess on what technology and space travel will look like in the coming century.    What are hard sci-fi writers getting right and what is everybody getting wrong?   Will we at last get our ray guns and rocket cars?

2 pm
The Art of Self Promotion

Hosted by Cat, Donato Giancola, and Kevin Hopkins

Join professional artists as they discuss, present, and visualize the various approaches taken to achieve a successful career in the arts, from book cover commissions, to conventions, to gallery exhibits.

3 pm 
How We Write: A Look into the Creative Process

Hosted by Dusty Rainbolt, Beverly A. Hale, J.M. McDermott, and Mel White.

Industry pros talk about how they go about the quasi-mystical process of writing.   Do they start with a detailed outline or just leap into the middle of the project?   How did they discover their own creative process?

4 pm Rate Our Con: Criticism and Kudos

Hosted by the Staff of ConDFW

Come by and tell us what you thought of the convention!

Panel Room 2 (Rose/Magnolia)

10 am
The NASA Panel: Spaceflight for Science, Fun and Profit

Hosted by Paul Abell, David L. Gray, William Ledbetter and Scott R. Padget.

So, what is NASA up to these days?   Are we any closer to finding little green men or even bacteria for that matter?   Is space tourism just a passing fad or the wave of the future?   These are just some of the questions our esteemed panel will try to answer in this sure to be fascinating hour.  

11 am
Who Influenced Us?

Hosted by Rachel Caine, Rhonda Eudaly, Melanie Fletcher, Sue Sinor and Martha Wells

It has been observed that theft is the sincerest form of flattery.  Industry pros discuss their own influences and who they have borrowed from the most.   Who would they consider a must read for the aspiring writer?

12 pm 
 Published in the Periodicals: The Sci-Fi/Fantasy Magazine Market

Hosted by Lou Antonelli, Jerry Davis, Linda Donahue, Rhonda Eudaly and J.M. McDermott

Industry pros discuss the getting published in magazines.    Who is really looking?   What are the really exciting markets?   And what can you do to maximize your chances of escaping from the slush pile?

1 pm
The Phantom Returns:  Pulp Fiction for Modern Writers

Hosted by Aaron Allston, Scott Cupp, and Chris Roberson

Industry pros discuss pulp fiction and its countless modern revivals.   What is pulp fiction anyway?   And what makes it so great that it seems unable to die?

2 pm
The Best Writers You’ve Never Heard Of

Hosted by Lou Antonelli, Melanie Fletcher, Frances May, Teresa Patterson and Richard D. Weber

Industry pros tell you about the hidden jewels that they wish got more press.   Who is waiting to be discovered?  Bring pen and paper to this one and walk away with a new reading list.

3 pm   It Was His Time:  Killing off Characters with Style

Hosted by Lou Antonelli, Rachel Caine, Melanie Fletcher, and Thomas W. Knowles, K. Hutson Price

Fans often hate it but even beloved characters sometimes have to bite it.  Authors discuss what makes character death memorable.   How can you kill your characters with panache?   How can you make them really CARE about the fiendish fate awaiting your imaginary friends?   

Panel Room 3 (Mesquite)

11 am
Luna City or Bust! - The Open-Source Space Program

Hosted by C. D. Carson

A brief introduction to the nature and purpose of the Luna Project with an invitation to action.  No one will do for us what we will not trouble ourselves to do.  If space is to be opened to mankind, we must seize the initiative and the settlement of the Moon is the best step we can take.  The Stars Are Ours!
12 pm
Fandom Pictionary

Hosted by Donato Giancola and Teddy Harvia

Play Pictionary or just watch as two of our artists compete.  Come and see Donato Giancola face off against Teddy Harvia!   Pictionary has never been this much fun!

1 pm
The Illustrated Fan

Hosted by Amy Sisson

Aside from Bradbury's "The Illustrated Man", is there a connection between fandom and tattoos?  Does your tattoo have a particular connection to science fiction & fantasy?  Have you always wanted to get one but can't decide what to get?  Do you have questions about tattoo basics?

